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A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )^ Responsive to communication(s) filed on 30 August 2007 . 
2a)Q This action is FINAL. 2b)E3 This action is non-final. 

3) D Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 
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5) D Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) E3 Claim(s) Wand 18 is/are rejected. 
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8) D Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

£))□ The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)D accepted or b)D objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the correction is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 !)□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or form PTO-152. 
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application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . This Office Action is the answer to the application received on 8/30/2007. 

2. Claims 10-24 are pending in this application. 

Drawings 

3. 3 sheets of formal drawings are accepted by the examiner for examining purposes. 

Claim Rejections - 35 (JSC §103 
The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 

obviousness rejections set forth in this Office Action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Pending claims lOj^are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Breed et al. (US Pat. 6,988,026), in view of Macecek et al. (US Pat. 5,095,744). 

The examiner submits that the key invention that clearly declares in independent 
claims 10, and 18 is: determining the position of a tire on a vehicle using a periodically 
transmitted signal, or using signal pulses. 

Breed et al. show that claimed concept in col. 13 lines 61-65, col. 76 lines 1 1-28, 
and using pattern recognition technology. 

In these above pending claims, the applicants claim a system to determining the 
position of a tire on a vehicle using signal pulses ; including receiving signal pulses from a 
transmitter associated with the tire in the time the tire completes approximately one 
rotation, providing a predetermined signal pattern associated with a unique tire position 
on the vehicle, and comparing signal pulses to the predetermined signal pattern to 
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determine the position of the tire on the vehicle - this is obviously done by the teaching 
of Breed et al. (US Pat. 6,988,026), in view of Macecek et al. (US Pat. 5,095,744). 

.Macecek et al. (US Pat. 5,095,744) also teach what applicants claimed by using 
initially comparing values of the data from the receiver 104. If the present test pattern 
length does not exceed a maximum value, a decision step 454 causes the data for the 
receiver 104 to be processed using the present test pattern length; and using pulses of 
ultrasound at various locations to locate a specific tire (see Macecek et al., claim 20). 

It would have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine the teachings of Breed et al. and Macecek et al. to 
determining the position of a tire on a vehicle using a periodically transmitted signal, or 
using signal pulses and predetermined signal patterns for the advantage of recognizing 
individual pattern of each tire to accurately, and quickly knowing position of a tire in a 
vehicle. 

5. Dependent claims 11-17, and 19-24 are objected. 

Conclusion 

6. Pending claims are not patentable. 

7. Remark: US Pub. 200402461 1 7 or US Pat. 7,289,022 by Ogawa et al., US Pub. 
20030058 1 1 8 by Wislon are also taught about determining the position of a tire on a 
vehicle. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to CUONG H. NGUYEN whose telephone number is 571- 
272-6759 (email address: cuong.nguyen@uspto.gov). The examiner can normally be 
reached on 9:30 am - 5:30 pm. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published 
applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status 
information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. For 
more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you 
have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic Business 
Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

Please provide support, with page and line numbers, for any amended or new 
claim in an effort to help advance prosecution; otherwise any new claim language that 
is introduced in an amended or new claim may be considered as new matter, especially 
if the Application is a Jumbo Application. 

/CUONG H.NGUYEN/ 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 3661 



4 



